[Chelating agents].
The problem of chelating agents used as antidotes in intoxications with metals is intensively studied during the past 20 years. Due to the complex nature of the action of these substances in the organism their investigation is a typically interdisciplinary problem. The submitted review gives the theoretical background of the formation of chelate in the organism, the strategy of research of new substances is discussed and findings on the main groups of chelating agents used in human medicine are summarized.